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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain reproduction of a pattern with high 
picture quality by storing resolution of a character on a 
white background and a character on a dot background. 
CONSTITUTION: A discrimination section 2 calculates a 
character degree P representing a probability that a 
noted picture element is an edge of a black character 
and a character vicinity degree Q representing a 
probability that a noted picture element is in the vicinity 
of an edge of a black character. Furthermore, when the 
character degree P is a prescribed threshold level or 
over, the discrimination section 2 outputs a black 
character signal to a selection circuit 5, and when the 
character vicinity degree Q is a prescribed threshold 
level or over and a white background picture element is 
detected, the discrimination section 2 outputs a white 
background signal in the vicinity of a black character to 
the selection circuit 5. An error addition coefficient 
calculation section 3 corrects a weighted sum E of an 
error based on the calculated P, Q. 
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